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Then there was Another Sea Change 

A meditation by Pastor Jon Radichel-Wills 

 

What I am about to describe is not a rare occasion. It happens all the time and its presence must 

be commemorated and celebrated. During Confirmation Class we were having a conversation 

about how to grow the church. We begged the question: What can we do to better reach out to 

people? The class had a variety of suggestions. We discussed the effectiveness of social media, 

email, texting, and the website. I mentioned a friend who does outreach using TikTok and is 

getting rather good at it. Though the idea horrified me the class suggested that I try it, but I 

begged off. 

 

And then one of our students said in a weary tone, “You could just talk to people.” This is 

Leighton Lloyd and I have come to believe that she finds everything I say to be exhausting. My 

guess is that she is convinced she is smarter than me and she is probably right. She certainly 

was in this case. Leighton’s words were a sea change as I surveyed every option the class 

discussed. With every elaborate use of technology, the most essential and obvious option had 

been ignored: “You could just talk to people.” It was profound and I felt humbled and 

ridiculous for not saying it myself. For Leighton, I am sure, this would be considered a bonus. 

 

This is my mission statement and my challenge to you: Talk to each other. The pervasive 

discussion of this church and every church is that we are not growing. We want to know where 

all the young people have gone and how to regain our numbers after the pandemic. The answer 

is so simple and obvious that we do not see it: Talk to each other. 

 

When I look out at the congregation, I not only see the people who are there, but I also see the 

people who are not there. Sometimes this can include entire families. We have a family that 

used to occupy the entire fourth row in the sanctuary and I miss them whenever I look into the 

assembly. I know why they cannot be with us. Because of the chaos and busyness of life it is 

impossible to attend on Sundays. If we were to reintroduce a regular Wednesday evening 

service, they would be back in the fourth row again. I know this because I spoke to them. 
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The prescription is simple: Talk to each other. The holidays are coming up at First English. 

These are holy days: Thanksgiving and Christmas, and everything that arrives in between. We 

have holy moments, including a bevy of opportunities for the kids. For the Christmas pageant 

we are celebrating Las Posadas, which is a celebration of the Nativity that cannot be missed. 

There will be weekly Advent Wednesday Worship. I am hoping for the fourth row to be filled. 

 

So, talk to each other. That is the only way that church communities are filled. Every church 

where I became active started with a personal invitation. It wasn’t from an advertisement, 

perfectly manicured website, or anything on social media. It was because I was invited and then 

invited back. I kept coming back because I had friends, and I knew they would miss me. It’s the 

personal touch. It’s always and only the personal touch. 

 

I am putting updated church directories in the hands of everyone who wants one. I am hoping 

this will be everyone. I am calling upon you to reach out to everyone who you miss, everyone 

who you haven’t seen. If you don’t remember their names, we will help you. Very often people 

don’t know they are missed. Entire families don’t know they are missed. Our church family 

needs to be reminded that we can feel their loss when they are gone, and it is joyous when they 

return. 

 

I know that people can feel shy. Lutherans are exceedingly shy. I can always ask Leighton to 

roll her eyes at you. I have always found that to be a splendid motivator. Which reminds me of 

one more thing so it is time to go full circle. 

 

After Confirmation Class had discussed the best and most effective ways to reach out we 

tackled the opposite. What kind of outreach doesn’t work? After several minutes of fruitless 

discussion, Leighton rolled her eyes at me once more. “You could do nothing,” she said. Once 

again, there was a sea change. 

 

So, these are our options if we want to grow the church and build the Kingdom. We can reach 

out to our friends and neighbors, or we can do nothing. These are the only options. I am 

passionate for the Gospel and the role First English continues to play in God’s mission in the 

world. But I cannot do it on my own. A church community is meant to build the Kingdom 

together. This isn’t easy but it wasn’t meant to be. Jesus met people where they were at but not 

always when they were ready. The Spirit finds us when the Spirit needs us. We either need to 

get on board or get out of the way. 

 

In the end, it is a lesson in needed humility. As it says in Isaiah 11:6, “The wolf shall live with 

the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

and a little child shall lead them.” And then, presumably, the little child will roll her eyes at 

them and tell them to get up and do the Lord’s work. 
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OFFICIAL ACTS – October 2022 
 

New Members:  No new member requests to record this month. 

Baptisms: No baptisms to record this month.              

Death: Claudeen Ross, Robert Duxtad and Mary Place 

Transfers:   
 

                                                                                            11/2022 Baptized Members 1,118 

 
If you would like to receive the Herald and calendar via your email, please advise the 

church office by emailing us at office@firstenglish.org. We are excited that we can offer 
this opportunity to receive the Herald and Calendar via email as opposed to mailing. 

 

 

FROM YOUR CALL COMMITTEE: 
Hello. My name is Art Loos. I have the privilege of being the chairperson of FELC’s Call Committee. 

 

Many are wondering how the call process is going.  I am blessed to tell you that we are already interviewing 

potential candidates.  You all know this is a confidential process, and while I cannot report any information 

about those who we are interviewing, I can say, with the help of the MSP in which you all participated, we are 

moving forward with interviewing possible lead pastors. 

 

We are, however, not on a speedy course. Calling a pastor requires particular steps to be taken in a specific 

order. I could outline what those steps are, but please understand that your entire Call Committee is committed 

to performing their duties with care. We are following the synod guidelines exactly, and do not want to 

jeopardize any potential lead pastor to join our congregation due to any missteps.  

 

If you have any further questions, please ask any member of the call committee.   

Thank you. 

Call Committee; Chairperson Art Loos, Pete Augustine, Paul Goetsch, Tonya Hitz, Lynda Klienscmidt-Johnson, 

Sharon Larson, Becky Miessner, and Heather Smith 

 
 

 

WINTER CANCELLATION POLICY: 

If school is closed all day or releases early = no confirmation class.   
If weather worsens after school, we’ll decide by 4:00 PM.   
Call Pastor Jon 231-4771) check your e-mail.  (If you want to be added to our e-mail 
addresses, please call the church office at 231-9890.) We have had uneven results 
attempting to post information through television stations.  If you are concerned about 

conditions, please use your own judgment.  If a parent calls in it will be an excused absent.   

 

mailto:office@firstenglish.org
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Thank you! Thank you! A million times over we Thank you! 

Because of your generosity, we were able to raise over $400 during our 

Election Day Bake Sale. Thank you to everyone who donated baked 

goods. We thank everyone who shopped and everyone who helped. 

Because of you, we are able to help others through our quilts and 

service projects. FELCW 

 
FROM YOUR FOOD PANTRY: Thank you for your support. We are so grateful for all 
the donations. We currently have an ample supply of toothbrushes but would 
respectfully ask for your continued donations of other toiletry items including personal 
hygiene items and paper products.   

Thank You!! 
 
 

Sadly, we are still searching to fill our office administrator position the executive committee has agreed to 
contact a temp to hire service to attempt to fill this position. We are looking outside our membership to fill this 

position. Our church office will be closed on Fridays until further notice. 
 
 

 

    Mission Quilters 
   Greetings from mission quoting!   Our next gathering is December 20th, would love to 
see some great helpers that day, we start at 9 AM In the auditorium.  As some of you 
have noticed, we are displaying our quilts each month, the Sunday after quilting 
day.  This is because we tend to give throughout the year instead of just once like we 
have in the past. Contact Rachel with questions! 920-203-6564  

 
 

Quilted Heart making day: 
Our next QHD is December 10th at 9am. (Will always be 4th Saturday of the 
month with the exception of November and December due to the holidays) 
Everyone is welcome, kids must have a parent/grown-up. Donations are still 
being accepted (purple box in Auditorium.) Look online for photos from 
previous QHDs. Packages of 3 will be available for purchase in the 
Gathering Grounds between services for a $5 donation. This will help keep our 
quilting group in quilt filler! 

 
 

   Family Movie Night is back! Always the 2nd Friday of the month.  
 December 9th we'll be showing "The Nutcracker and the Four Realms"  
Movie starts promptly at 6pm.  
Food & drink are allowed, please clean up after yourself! 

 
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/23881436@N05/4396920003/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://www.shecanquilt.ca/2012/04/liberated-emergency-baby-quilt-tutorial.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://istgrade5.wordpress.com/2011/08/22/mikumi-bake-sale/trackback/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


5 
 

 
 

As many of you already know Ms. Beth will be following a new path and not leading our Sunday School program any 

longer but will still be around from time to time.  I wanted to take a minute to introduce myself for those who may 

not know me.  I’m Alicia and I have been a member of FELC my whole life!  So, a little about me, our family consists 

of my husband, Greg, our four children, Paisley, Paxton, Presley and Pierce and our pup Oakley.  I love crafting and 

enjoy bringing some of that into my class.  I am currently teaching Sunday School to our 1st thru 3rd graders.  I 

have been working with Ms. Beth to create lots of fun and exciting events for this Sunday School year.  I am here 

to help in any way I can so let’s take this journey together.  I am excited to continue getting to know our Sunday 

School students of all ages.  With that said…. 

We are being BOLD and putting on our full Armor of God in Sunday School these days!  We are warriors in our 

faith! We hope your children are enjoying our new curriculum this year.  If they haven’t shared what they are 

learning each week please take a moment to ask about it over dinner.    

As mentioned previously your children are earning gold coins this year.  Some of you may recall tickets back in the 

day! 😊 Well, this our version of tickets!  Each time they attend classes, say memory verses, participate, bring 

friends, bibles and so much more they are earning coins.  Soon they will be able to trade in their coins for goodie 

bags with fun treats.  As a reminder to our 4th and 5th grade families to keep bringing your bibles to Sunday School 

each week.   

Mrs. Julie has begun introducing our Christmas Program to our youth and BOY, do we have an exciting program for 

you!  Join us as we celebrate the birth of our Savior.  We will be having a rehearsal the morning of the program.  

More details will follow so watch for that.  Be sure to mark your calendars with these upcoming events we have 

happening at FELC! 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 

Advent Event – December 4th (time to be determined) 

Christmas Program – December 17th 5 pm (morning rehearsal)  

followed by soup and treats in the Fellowship Hall 

Christmas Break – December 18th – January 7th 

Sunday School resumes on January 8th 

 

I just want to give a huge THANK YOU to all of our Sunday School teachers for taking time to share the word of 

God with our youth.  Your time and efforts have not gone unnoticed.  We appreciate all you do! 

Don’t forget we have a private Facebook group for our Sunday School families.  Just another way for us to connect 

and communicate.  If you haven’t joined yet, please reach out for assistance.  As always if we can help in any way, 

please let us know.   

Alicia Valdez – 920-740-4244 (Acting Director, Teacher)  

Jerri Schmidt – 920-420-6941 (Education Chair) 
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FELC youth need your help with their upcoming Silent Auction Fundraiser, which will be held on December 

17th.  This is the largest fundraiser of the year for the youth with all of the proceeds benefitting both middle and 

high school youth programs. Please consider donating filled baskets, empty baskets to be filled, items to be 

placed in baskets or a monetary donation.  You may drop the items off at the church office up until December 

10th. Thank you for your continued support of our youth. 

 
There will be a free will offering at all services the weekend of December 3/4 for Christmas gifts for families in 
need.  Donations can also be sent or dropped off to the church office. 
 
Please email kfyouth@yahoo.com or the church office at office@firstenglish.org with name of the child, gender, and 
size.  We will be accepting families for Christmas gifts until December 2ND.  Thank you for your support! 
 

 
Our ladies are having a bake sale in the café on December 17th & 18th. If you would like to 
donate some delightful treats it would be greatly appreciated. Stop by before and after each of 
the services to see what tempting treats are available. Thank you for your support. FELCW 

 
 

 
 

Attn Ushers: The crew lists/schedules are available on the usher’s table in the back of 
the church. Should you have any questions or concerns, please call the church office or 
Rob Abraham at 920-233-3401. Thank you!!Anyone wishing to join the ushering teams, 
feel free to call Rob or the church office and we will be happy to plug you into a team. 

Anyone, (any age) can join in. DECEMBER USHERING CREW IS #3 Remember to check 

to see when your crew is serving at special services. 

 

 

FELC Hot Meal Ministry  
 

Volunteers are again cooking for FELC’s Hot Meal Ministry. Ice 
cream pails are needed to deliver BBQs for the Christine Ann 
Center and Salvation Army. Do you have extra that can be 
donated? Leave them on the center island in the FELC kitchen. If 
you have any extra ice cream buckets to donate, they would be 
greatly appreciated.  

Donations are also needed and welcomed. 

Mark your envelope “Hot Meal Ministry”. 

        Thank you!  

 

 

 

mailto:kfyouth@yahoo.com
mailto:office@firstenglish.org
https://istgrade5.wordpress.com/2011/08/22/mikumi-bake-sale/trackback/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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MARY MARTHA BIBLE STUDY 

We were very sad that no one signed up to come to our Bible study on the first 
Tuesday on the month at 9:00 am. We would like our group to grow. We know 

young people are working. The ones that are not working, we would like for them 
to join us and learn more about God. We meet every first Tuesday of the month. 

September through May in the Mary Martha room. 
(9:00 AM social time, 9:20 AM group meeting, 9:30 AM Bible Study) 

All ladies welcome! 

 

 

We are starting a new Men’s Group. Our plan is to begin meeting 
on December 1st beginning at 6pm in the fellowship hall. Any 

interested men who would like to begin a conversation on what 
this men’s group might look like here at FELC are welcome. If you 

need more information before you decide, please email Tom @ 
jefftaj@yahoo.com or Rus @ russ.potrartz@stratacomm.com.  God bless, Tom, Jim, Rob, and Russ 

 

 

Christmas at FELC 2022 

 

FELC will again be remembering active members of the military this Christmas 

season. Please forward the name, email, phone, and address of those we should 

be including to the church office no later than December 9th.  

 

 

Christmas bags are being gathered for the fifty Jefferson 

Elementary Kindergarten students. Additional books, small toys, school supplies, 

etc. are welcomed and may be placed in the designated basket in the auditorium 

by December 4th. Donations should be marked “Jefferson Christmas Bags”. A 

special thanks to the FELC knitters for their generous donation of hats and mittens.  

 

Bags will be assembled on Wednesday, December 7, beginning at 5:00, in the auditorium. You are 

welcomed to help and enjoy a light supper/fellowship following.  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jefftaj@yahoo.com
mailto:russ.potrartz@stratacomm.com
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December 2022 Neighborhood Center News 

Programs begin at 11:30 unless noted,  

with lunch at noon in the FELC auditorium  

Enter through the 10th Ave parking lot  

      
Bring a friend and join the fun! All are welcome. Still the best lunch deal in town  

for a $7 donation. Reminder that menus are subject to change 
 

December 7:  Barb McClain gingerbread house making demonstration at 11:00, 

Advent devotion at 11:45 in the auditorium 

Menu: Chicken pot pie with salad and relishes, rolls, dessert 

After lunch: Sheepshead, cribbage   
 

December 14: Christmas music with Charlene Luebke on her dulcimer at 11:15, 

Advent devotion at 11:45 in the auditorium  

Menu: Hearty chili with cornbread, salad, cake for December birthdays 

After lunch: Sheepshead, cribbage  
 

December 21: Christmas party/music, trivia 

Menu: Christmas dinner with all the trimmings: ham, mashed potatoes, green bean casserole, rolls, 

Christmas salad and dessert 

After lunch: Sheepshead, cribbage,  

 

December 28: Merry Christmas! No Neighborhood Center  
 

 

January 4: Happy New Year 2023! New Year’s celebration with 

a “Good Luck Meal” with traditional foods.   

   
**If you would like to donate a cake for a special occasion, please contact Kay at 920.203.4464 or 

kayd_54902@yahoo.com. Please contact with special dietary requests/needs by Monday noon.  

 
 
 

The Salvation Army is looking for donations of manual can openers for the homeless.  

Donations can be left in the office on the table behind Brenda’s desk.  Thank you. 
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Community Outreach Updates 

 

Mark Your Calendar 
• December 7, 5:00-assemble Jefferson Kindergarten Christmas bags with light supper to follow 

• Date TBD, watch the weekly announcements-Christmas caroling at local care facilities 

 

How Can We Help You or Someone You Know?    
• Winter is here! FELC supports programs providing warm coats, 

mittens, and gloves for families thanks to your generous support. Please 

drop donations in the designated box in the FELC office.  If you know 

anyone specifically in need, please contact Kay (see info below). 

• Weekly meal bags continue to be available for our neighbors at 

Jefferson Elementary. Thanks for your support in providing this 

needed outreach. 

   

Thanks for Your Community Support 
Your offering to the FELC Restricted Fund supports designated outreach in Oshkosh.  

 

Following are other community updates: 

• Meals are being supplied monthly for the Christine Ann 

Domestic Abuse Center, the Salvation Army, and Lutheran Campus 

Ministry. 

• Thanks to the Dr. Michael and Paulette Olsen Lewis Fund of the 

Oshkosh Area Community Foundation gift supporting continued FELC 

outreach.  

• Thanks to Thrivent for their generous grants supporting Jefferson Meal Bags and 

Neighborhood Center programming.  
 

Contact Kay Brauer at 920.203.4464 or kay.brauer@gmail.com with questions 

Structural/Building Task Force Update 

At the November FELC Church Council meeting, two proposals were shared. One proposal came from GROTH Design 

Group and the other from RH Design Build. Both proposals were based off billing on an hourly rate for architects, project 

managers, draft designers, etc. RH Design Build has a project cap for their projected costs of $15,000. GROTH Design 

Group capped theirs at $13,000.  

In the amount for GROTH, they left time available to analyze an approximate cost for a new facility based on input from 

us regarding our needs. The goal of both proposals is to provide us with the cost to remain in the existing structure 

including evaluation of all the mechanicals, building and remodel of the sanctuary.  

The FELC Church Council unanimously voted to enter into a contract with GROTH. The goal is to have a presentation 

completed for the congregation to review at the annual meeting in February. This would include an analysis of the 

existing structure with costs to update and remain in place as well as a review of what updates/repairs have already 

been made. Also available will be the estimated cost of a new structure, without land, based upon our needs.  

Please feel free to contact me with any questions, Tom Brauer 920.427.5993 tombrauer2022@gmail.com 

mailto:kay.brauer@gmail.com
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First English Lutheran Church  
Council Agenda – November 8, 2022 

Executive Board: 6:30 pm 
Full council @ 7:00 pm 

 
 

Members: Rob Abraham, Russ Potratz, Barb McClain, Jerri Schmidt, Beth Sell, Gary Konrad, Karl 
Kessler, Tom Jefferson, Sherry Ratchman, Nate Hitz, Dave Richards, Dan Luft 
Staff:  Pastor Jon Wills, Steve Seidl, Kay Dobberke Brauer 
Excused:  Karen Frederick 
Guests: Newly elected members: Janet Zeinert, Becky Meisner, Mark Boettcher, Tom Brauer, and 
Julie Gutche.  
Guest Past presidents: Tim Cornell, Mark Boettcher, Mark Beecher, Fred Luebke, Russ Potratz 
 
 
Devotion: Tom Jefferson - Thessalonians 5:11 
 
Past Presidents’ Presentation: 
Tim Cornell spoke on behalf of the past Presidents group.  He provided a brief history lesson on how 
the group was organized and what the benefits are in having such a group of this caliber at FELC.  He 
emphasized how this group is available to all of the council members, in providing any feedback based 
off of past experiences and knowledge to enhance the prospects and decisions that are presented for 
the betterment and future of the church and church family.  All of the past Presidents wanted to 
emphasize to the current and new Council Members that being on council is a great place to learn 
about the church and how to work on improvements to better the church community.  He finished 
the presentation with some statistical information that the group felt would be useful for the church 
council moving forward.   
 
Communications:  
Notification from Crossways Camping Ministries advising that they are proposing selling a vacant and 
unused 3-acre parcel at Imago Dei Village.  In order to do so, it requires a vote of their delegates to 
move forward with this sale.  The board is calling a Special Meeting of Delegates on Saturday, 
December 3rd, 10:00 – 11:30 am, at St Mark’s Lutheran Church in Neenah.  They require a quorum, so 
attendance is vital.  Every member congregation is allowed and invited to send up to two voting 
delegates to this meeting.   
RSVP to the Crossways office.   
  
Consent Agenda: - M/S/C 

• Approve October 2022 Council minutes  
• Committee reports Staff reports 
• New Member and Loss Report 
 New Members – No new member requests to record this month. 
 Baptism – No baptisms to record this month. 
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 Death – 1) Robert Duxstad 
                Born November 29 1953, Deceased October 11, 2022, Funeral October 17, 2022 
                2) Mary Place 
                 Born May 18, 1935, Deceased October 28, 2022, Funeral November 5, 2022 
 Transfer – No transfers to record this month 
                                                                         As of 11/2022 Total Baptized Members – 1,118 
  

Treasurer’s Report – M/S/C 
• Report  
• Invoices - Largest to Smallest 
• Pay Bills  
• Have Trust Fund pay August Winter bill to replace cabinet heater for $11,132.92.   

 
Old Business:  

• Structural Team report – M/S/C  

Tom Brauer presented two proposals as part of the Structural/Building Report under Old 

Business-one from GROTH Design Group and the other from RH Design Build. Both proposals are 

based off billing on an hourly rate for architects, project managers, draft designers, etc. RH 

Design Build has a project cap for their projected costs of $15,000. GROTH Design Group capped 

theirs at $13,000.  

In the amount for GROTH, they have left time available to analyze an approximate cost for a new 

facility based on input from FELC regarding our needs. The goal of both proposals is to provide 

us with the cost to remain in the existing structure including evaluation of all the mechanicals, 

building and remodel of the sanctuary.  

The goal is to have a presentation completed for the congregation to review at the annual 

meeting in February 2023. This would include an analysis of the existing structure with costs to 

update and remain in place as well as a review of what updates/repairs have already been made. 

Also available will be the cost of a new structure based upon FELC’s needs.  

It was agreed by Council to approve the proposal by GROTH Design. 

Tom Brauer, Russ Potratz and Mark Boettcher will continue to work on this project. 

Tom advised that he is willing to go to all three services to explain this information in detail to 

the congregants. 

 

• Call Committee Report 
The Call Committee is currently on task.  They will be holding their first interview (via Zoom) on 
Saturday, 11/12/2022. 
 

• P & I Committee - Rolling Projects Agenda  

For November 2022 
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Boiler/Heating:  August Winter replaced faulty valves on the tops of boiler units (noticed after 
start-up).  
Thermostat added to radiator unit at corner entrance hall at 11th Street entrance.  
 
On Hold: 
Sanctuary Ceiling, Window Replacement, Canopy Entrances, Kitchen Plumbing:  
All projects waiting for structural engineer report. 
 

• Sound Equipment Status – M/S/C 

The new microphones that were purchased for the Fellowship Hall, have arrived and are all 

wireless.  These are able to be shared with the Sanctuary.  Because the current setup within FELC 

is out of date and we needed to upgrade to UFH, a purchase needed to be made to purchase a 

UHF converter box at $900.  This is a vital piece of equipment that needed to be purchased to 

help make the system function.  This will be covered under the General Memorial Fund. 

 

• Council Elections 

Welcome was extended to all of the newly elected council members that will be starting their 

individual terms as of December 2022.  They are: 

Janet Zeinert, Becky Meisner, Mark Boettcher, Tom Brauer, Julie Gutche & Sherry Ratchman 

 

New Business: 
1. Circulated next month’s calendar (December 2022) for approval for The Herald. 

 
2. Destroy ballots – M/S/C  

A recount will be done by Karl and Jerri.  Once that is completed the ballots will be destroyed. 
 

3. Administrative Assistant Update - 

Still need to obtain a worker from outside of the congregation to fulfill Brenda’s old position. 
 

4.  Trophy Case – M/S/C 

Beth advised that the Sunday School children have a new incentive this year where they are 
encouraged to “earn coins” by fulfilling certain criteria.  After they have earned their coins, 
they are allowed to purchase some prizes.  Beth would like to obtain the councils permission to 
utilize the old trophy cases outside of the Temple Room.  She would like to be able to clean out 
the cases (and distribute the old trophies to those that would like them), and utilize the space 
as a display area to showcase the prizes that are available and at what level. 
 

5.  Poinsettias –  

Announcements will be made on the slide show announcements prior to church services and in 
The Herald for those that would like to sign up to purchase the plants for the Christmas 
services.   
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6. Sunshine Fund – 

Advised the new council members of this fund and what it is utilized for.  Encouraged to make 
payments to the Vice President. 
 

7.  “NEW” Men’s Group – 

A new Men’s Group is being spearheaded by Tom Jefferson.  This group of men, within the 
congregation, will be holding their first meeting on December 1st.  This is open to all men 
within the congregation. Any questions or concerns, please reach out to Tom. 
 

8. December 2022 Meeting – 

Advised all Council members (Old and New) that this will be an extra-long meeting.  The 
starting time will be earlier than normal and end time may be a little later than normal. 
 

Close – Lord’s Prayer – Pastor Jon 

Next Meeting:  Tuesday, December 13, 2022 at 6:00 PM 
Devotions:  Sherry Ratchman 

YTD Receipts:     $371,382.43  YTD Expenses:   $430,093.46  YTD Deficit:         ($58,711.03) 

 
 
 

Christmas ~ A Time for Giving and Sharing 
 

The holiday season will soon be upon us and once again FELC will support the Christmas Food Box Project.  This 

project has been a great success for many years because of the faithful donors who have given from the heart.  Our 

hope is to provide a blessed Christian gift to many individuals/families that could use a little extra help this year. 

 

Request a basket: 

• Call the church office 231-9891 from November 1 to December 9th.  

• Provide number of persons in household, delivery address, telephone number. 

• If children in household (15 years and younger), provide ages, gender, sizes. 

• NOTE: If children in household, requests are needed by Dec. 2nd so our youth can purchase and wrap 

presents.  

 

Donation options: 

• The Gathering Tree will be available for collecting food items and will be placed by the Minnesota Street 

entrance starting in November.  

• Put your donation in a giving envelope, mark it as Christmas Food Box Project and put in collection plate. 

• Church office will accept money donations. 

• If you donate $60.00, you will receive a beautiful hand painted ornament by Barbara McClain. 

• Excess money received will go towards the food pantry that FELC supports. 

 

Delivery: 

• Delivery of baskets will be on Saturday morning Dec.17th, starting at 9:00 a.m. 

• Many volunteers are needed to deliver baskets.  

• If you would like to help, please sign-up in the church office or contact Cheryl Curtin at 379-8633. Thank you 

in advance for your help. 
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POINSETTIAS 
 

Red and white poinsettia plants will again decorate our sanctuary.  If you are 
interested in ordering one as a memorial or as a gift to be given to a shut-in after 
Christmas, please fill out the form below and return it to the Church office along 
with $12.00 for each plant. 
 

If you want to take your plant home, you can do so immediately following the 
10:00 AM worship service on December 25, 2022. 

 

ORDER FORM MUST BE IN CHURCH OFFICE NO LATER THAN December 15 
 

Name __________________________________________Envelope Number  ________________ 
 

I would like to order ___________ number of plants at $12.00 each. 
 

Total amount attached: $ __________________________________________________________ 
 

In memory of  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please check one of the following: 
 

 _______deliver my plant to a nursing home. 
 

 _______leave my plant at Church until I pick it up. 
 
 


